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Susanna Vahtila
Finnish Standards Association SFS / Suomen Standardisoimisliitto SFS ry

Opinion: ISO / Consultation for ISO Strategy 2016-2020

First of all, a lot of thanks to ISO (International Organization for Standardization) for organising 
this important consultation about ISO strategy (2016-2020).

This opinion represents an opinion of an individual citizen, not any legal entity.

This opinion does not contain:
– any business secrets
– any trade secrets
– any confidential information.

This opinion is public.
The PDF file of this opinion can be added to a relevant web page

Annex 1 holds information about disclaimers and copyright.

Best Regards,

Jukka S. Rannila
citizen of Finland

signed electronically

[Continues on the next page]

Copyright, licence and disclaimer: check Annex 1.
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Personal opinion and personal experience / Not representing any legal entity

Previously I have given four opinions related to different standardisation effort.

EN:Opinion 13: Final Committee Draft ISO/IEC FCD3 19763-2
http://www.jukkarannila.fi/lausunnot.html#nro_13

EN: Opinion 14: SFS discussion paper / SFS:n keskusteluasiakirja
http://www.jukkarannila.fi/lausunnot.html#nro_14

EN: Opinion 24: ISO/IEC JTC 1 / SC 34 / WGs 1, 4 and 5 in Helsinki 14-17 June 2010
http://www.jukkarannila.fi/lausunnot.html#nro_24

Personally I attended (Helsinki 14-17 June 2010) as an observer to ISO/IEC JTC 1 / SC 34 / WG1, 
WG4 and WG5 meetings.

Proposal

Proposal: JTC 1 could be mentioned in the final version of the ISO Strategy 2016-2020 
document.

JTC 1

JTC 1 is an important actor for developing and publishing highly important information technology 
standards. This opinion is about JTC 1, since I have not experience about other committees.

Document processing standardisation as an example

Personally I have been interested in two standards: ISO/IEC 26300 and ISO/IEC 29500. Both 
standards are 1 freely available standards.

ISO/IEC 26300 contains at the moment following documents:
(728 pages) ISO/IEC 26300:2006
(108 pages) ISO/IEC 26300:2006/Amd 1:2012
(10 pages) ISO/IEC 26300:2006/Cor.1:2010
(13 pages) ISO/IEC 26300:2006/Cor.2:2011
(859 pages)

ISO/IEC 29500 contains at the moment following documents:
(5020 pages) ISO/IEC 29500-1:2012 and electronic inserts
(138 pages) ISO/IEC 29500-2:2012 and electronic inserts
(46 pages) ISO/IEC 29500-3:2012
(1550 pages) ISO/IEC 29500-4:2012 and electronic inserts
(6754 pages)

1 http://standards.iso.org/ittf/PubliclyAvailableStandards/index.html, Freely Available Standards / ISO

Copyright, licence and disclaimer: check Annex 1.
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I did not count the number of different documents in electronic inserts (ISO/IEC 29500), since they 
contain hundreds of different documents (inter alia different XML and XSD files).

JTC 1 rules / PAS Submitters (PAS: publicly available specifications)

The idea of PAS Submitters (PAS: publicly available specifications) has some advantages and some 
problems. An advantage is possible publication of a well-revised proposal for an international 
ISO/IEC standard. The problem is possible publication of a partly revised proposal for an 
international ISO/IEC standard

One problem is the number of pages related to PAS documents.

It can be said that processing (e.g.) 6754 pages (ISO/IEC 29500) can demand more time and more 
resources for organising a well-organised standardisation process. It can be said, that 
standardisation process of ISO/IEC 29500 meant some problems with timetable, since the number 
of pages and the quality of the text demanded serious considerations in the standardisation process.

Based on this experience (6754 pages: ISO/IEC 29500) it can be said, that the number of pages of 
new PAS documents should be basis for a well-organised standardisation process. There could be 
some JTC 1 directives about number of pages for assessing the quality of new PAS documents. 
Possibly some new PAS documents can contain thousands of pages, and this could mean some 
revised JTC 1 directives.

Proposal: The number of pages in new PAS documents should affect the timetable for 
organising a efficient standardisation process of the proposed standard.

Proposal: The number of pages in new PAS documents should be assessed carefully.

Proposal: The number of pages could mean some time limits or time extensions to be 
noted in the JTC 1 directives.

What should be added to the ISO Strategy 2016-2020 document?

JTC 1 is highly instrumental for organising efficient standardisation process for (new) information 
technology standards. Therefore the JTC 1 directives should take care of PAS documents based on 
thousands of pages.

Proposal

Proposal: JTC 1 could be mentioned in the final version of the ISO Strategy 2016-2020 
document.

Copyright, licence and disclaimer: check Annex 1.
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ANNEX 1
DISCLAIMERS

Legal disclaimer:
All opinions in this opinion paper are personal opinions and they do not represent opinions of any legal entity I am 
member either by law or voluntarily. This opinion paper is only intended to trigger thinking and it is not legal advice. 
This opinion paper does not apply to any past, current or future legal entity. This opinion paper will not cover any of the
future changes in this fast-developing area. Any actions made based on this opinion is solely responsibility of respective
actor making those actions.

Political disclaimer:
These opinions do not represent opinions of any political party. These opinions are not advices to certain policy and 
they are only intended to trigger thinking. Any law proposal based on these opinions are sole responsibility of that legal 
entity making law proposals.

These opinions are not meant to be extreme-right, moderate-right, extreme-centre 2, moderate-centre, extreme-left or 
moderate-left. They are only opinions of an individual whose overall thinking might or might not contain elements of 
different sources. These opinions do not reflect past, current or future political situation in the Finnish, European or 
worldwide politics.

These opinions are not meant to rally for a candidacy in any public election in any level.

Content of web pages:
This text may or may not refer to web pages. The content of those web pages is not responsibility of author of this 
document. They are referenced on the date of this document. If referenced web pages are not found after the date when 
this document is dated, that situation is not responsibility of the author. All changes done in the web pages this 
document refers are sole responsibility of those organisations and individuals maintaining those web pages. All illegal 
content found on the referred web pages is not on the responsibility of the author of this document, and producing that 
kind content is not endorsed by the author of this document.

Use of broken English
This text is in English, but from a person, whose is not a native English-speaking person. Therefore the text may or may
not contain bad, odd and broken English, and can contain awkward linguistic solutions.

COPYRIGHT

This opinion paper is distributed under Creative Commons licence, to be specific the licence is “Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)”. The text of the licence can be obtained from 
the following web page:

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
The English explanation is on the following web page:

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode

2 Based on the Finnish three-party system there is a phenomenon called extreme-centre in Finland. The 2011 
parliamentary elections in Finland challenge the three-party system, since three “old” parties were not traditionally 
as the three largest parties. The is now a “new” party as the third largest party. We all must remain being interested 
about this new development in Finland.
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